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Of an age and of a nation.
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EAR Redding Center, Conn., is a small park preserved as &
Revolutionary Memorial; for here General Israel Putnam’s soldiers had
their winter quarters in 1778-1779. Long rows of stone camp ﬁre-placa
still remain to stir a child’s imagination. The hardships which the soldiers
endured and the agitation of a few hot-heads to break camp and march
to the Hartford Assembly for relicf, is a part of Redding history.

Once upon a “4th of July,” some time ago, so the story goes, a child
went there on a picnic, held under the auspices of the First Church and

- the Village Cornet Band. Wandering away from the rest of the chxldren

past the camp ground into the woods, he hopes to catch a glimpse of some
of the old soldiers. As he rests on the hillside of laurel and hickories, the
tunes of the band and the songs of the children grow fainter and famtcr,"
—when—"mirabile dictv’ »2_gver the trees on the crest of the hill he sces
a tall woman standing. She reminds him of a picture he has of the Goddess
of Liberty,—but the face is sorrowful—she is pleading with the soldiers’
not to forget their “cause” and the great sacrifices they have made for it.
But they march out of camp with fife and drum to a popular tune of the
day? Suddenly a new national note is hcard Putnam is coming over the
hills from the center,—the soldiers turn back and cheer. The little boy
awakes, he hears the children’s songs‘and runs down past the monument
to “listen to the band" and join in the games and dances® |

The repertoire of national airs at that time was meagre. Most of
them were of English origin. It is a curious fact that a tune very popular
with the American soldiers was “The British Grenadiers.” A captain
in one of Putnam’s regiments put it to words, which were sung for the
first time in 1779 at a patriotic meeting in the Congregational Church
in Redding Center; the text is both ardent and interesting.
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ITI.

from The Housatonic at Stockbridge
Robert Underwood Jehnson.

) C
ONTENTED river! in thy dreamy realm—

The cloudy willow and the plumy elm. . .

Thou hast grown human laboring with men

At wheel and spindle; sorrow thou dost ken . .

Thou beautiful! From every dreamy hill
What eye but wanders with thee at thy will,
Imagining thy silver course unseen

Convoyed by two attendant streams of green. . . .

Contented river! and yet over-shy
To mask thy beauty from the eager eye;
Hast thou a thought to hide from field and town?
In some deep current of the sunlit brown
Art thou disquieted—still uncontent
With praise from thy Homeric bard, who lent
" The world the placidness thou gavest him?

Thee Bryant loved when life was at its brim; . ..

Ah! there's a restive ripple, and the swift

Red leaves—September’s firstlings—faster drift;

Wouldst thou away; dear stream? Come, whisper near!
I also of much resting have a fear;

Let me tomorrow thy companion be,
By fall and shallow to the adventurous seal!”
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